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Defini1on	and	implementa1on	of	a	global	program	led	by	IUGS	-Interna1onal	
Commission	on	Geoheritage	for	the	recogni1on	of	geological	heritage	sites	of	
high	interna1onal	scien1fic	significance	(IUGS	Global	Geosites).	

1)	Sites	with	high	scien&fic	value	at	interna1onal	level	

2)	Key	sites	that	have	given	a	substan1al	contribu1on	to	the	development	
of	geological	sciences	through	history.	

OUR	MAIN	GOAL	

WHAT	KIND	OF	VALUE?	

WHAT	KIND	OF	SITES?	

All	kind	of	geological	sites	of	interna&onal	relevance:	tectonic,	
stra1graphical,	sedimentological,	petrological,	mineralogical,	
hydrogeological	paleontological,	geomorphological	and	those	related	to	the	
history	of	geological	sciences.		



The	scien1fic	community	has	long	demanded	the	establishment	of	a	global	program	with	
global	standards	for	the	recogni1on	of	geological	heritage	sites	of	high	interna1onal	
importance.	

This	program	will	be	of	great	help	for	many	other	na1onal	or	interna1onal	ini1a1ves	based	
on	the	recogni1on,	conserva1on,	geotourism	and	educa1onal	ac1vi1es	related	to	geological	
heritage.	

This	program	will	foster	interna1onal	collabora1on	and	will		provide	a	great	social	and	
ins1tu1onal	visibility	to	geological	sciences.		

WHY	IS	THIS	INITIATIVE	NECCESARY?	



INTERNATIONAL	COOPERATION		

INTERNATIONAL	ORGANIZATIONS	

MORE	THAN	200	EXPERTS	FROM	55	COUNTRIES	



DEFINITION	AND	STANDARDS	

In	Sept	–	Nov	2021	a	group	of		20	experts	discussed	and	defined	
the	main	standards	of	an	IUGS	Geological	Heritage	Site.	

The	defini1on	and	standards	were	adopted	by	the	IUGS	
Interna1onal	Commission	on	Geoheritage	in	Nov	2021	in	Zumaia	
(	Basque	Coast	UGGp)	



	 ”An	 IUGS	Geological	Heritage	Site	 is	a	key	place	
with	 geological	 elements	 and/or	 processes	 of	
scien1fic	 interna1onal	 relevance,	 used	 as	 a	
reference,	 and/or	with	 a	 substan1al	 contribu1on	
to	the	development	of	geological	sciences	through	
history	“	

IUGS	–	IGCP	731	

ZUMAIA.	NOV.2021	



181 CANDIDATES 
FROM	

56 COUNTRIES 



EVALUATION	PROCESS	

In	March	2022	181	applica1ons	from	56	countries	were	received.	

All	proposals	were	evaluated	by		34	vo1ng	members		

Every	proposal	was	evaluated	by	at	least	three	vo1ng	members	who	graded	each	candidate	according	to:	

3.	The	site	clearly	fulfils	the	standards	and	should	be	selected	for	the	First	100	for	its	exemplary	/	iconic	
value	for	geological	sciences.	

2.	The	site	fulfils	the	standards	but	could	be	postponed	for	a	future	designa>on.		

1.	I	am	not	sure	if	the	site	fulfils	the	standards.		



550	evalua1ons		
were	completed	

Thank	you	very	much	to	all	vo1ng	members!	



56%	of	the	sites	(101)																																																		3	-	2,5	points.	
35%	of	the	sites	(63)																																																						2,5	–	2	points		



SELECTION	
An	IUGS	selec1on	commifee	was	established.		

All	550	evalua1ons	were	reviewed	to	double	check	and	ensure	quality	control.	

150	sites	clearly	fulfil	the	defini1on	and	standards	

150	SITES	
	have	been	accepted	as	

IUGS	GEOLOGICAL	HERITAGE	SITES	

Only	THE	FIRST	100	will	be	designated	in	2022.	The	rest	will	be	designated	in	2023.		

Another	31	sites	have	been	deferred.	



1.	Vo&ng	members	scoring	
The	higher	scorings	have	been	preferably	selected		

2.	Geographical	distribu&on		
A	wide	and	balanced	geographical	distribu1on	has	been	guaranteed	

3.	Typology	
All	different	types	of	sites	and	geological	interest	have	been	included	

The	selec1on	of			

THE	FIRST	100		
has	been	done	according	to:		



Country	with	one	or	more	sites	within	the	First	100	

GEOGRAPHICAL	DISTRIBUTION	OF	THE	FIRST	100	



AMERICA	34	sites	

EUROPE	28		 AFRICA	15	

ASIA	-	PACIFIC	–	MIDDLE	EAST	23		

100	SITES	

56	COUNTRIES	



GEOLOGICAL	INTEREST	



THE	BOOK	

“The	 First	 100”	 have	 be	 compiled	 in	 an	 high	 quality	 and	
inspiring	book	 that	will	 set	up	 the	standards	 for	 the	 future.	
500	 paper	 copies	 have	 been	 printed.	Most	 of	 them	will	 be	
distributed	 during	 the	 event	 and	 among	 the	 authors	 and	
par1cipants.	

A	free	digital	version	will	be	uploaded	in	the	new	webpage	of	
the	IUGS	Interna1onal	Commission	on	Geoheritage	

	www.iugs-geoheritage.org				



THE	BOOK	



THE	FIRST	100	aspires	to	be	a	memorable	encounter	and	
anniversary	event	that	culminates	in	a	spectacular	celebra1on.	

LIMITED	PLACES:	200	PARTICIPANTS	

THE	EVENT	

www.geoparkea.eus/iugs-globalgeosites	

Informa1on	of	the	event	



Main	scien&fic	ac&vi&es		

• 	Presenta1on	of	some	of	the	the	First	100	IUGS	Geological	Heritage	Sites.		

• 	IUGS	medals	and	keynote	lectures	by	leaders	of	Interna1onal	Geological	organiza1ons		

• 	Dedica1on	ceremony	to	the	First	100	IUGS	Geological	Heritage	Sites.		

• 	IUGS	declara1on	of	Zumaia	

Parallel	scien&fic	ac&vi&es	

• 	Discussion	seminars	about	Geoheritage	and	the	IUGS	Global	Geosite	Program	development	

• 	Presenta1on	of	10	new	IUGS	Stone	Heritage	and	Geo-collec1ons	program	

Cultural,	gastronomic	and	geological	ac&vi&es	

Welcome	event,	geological	boat	trips	to	Zumaia	sec1on	(flysch),	gastronomic	events,	Basque	
performance…	

THE	EVENT	/	PROGRAM	

Scien1fic	program	

https://geoparkea.eus/eu/geoparkeari-buruz/proiektuak/iugs-globalgeosites/program


During	its	main	60th	anniversary	celebra1on,	the	IUGS	is	pleased	to	present	“The	First	100	
IUGS	Geological	Heritage	Sites"	at	an	event	in	Zumaia,	Basque	Coast	UGGp	(Spain).		

This	announcement	will	kick	off	an	endeavour	to	designate	geological	sites		from	around	the	
world	that	are	iconic,	recognized	by	all	geoscience	community	for	their	impact	in	
understanding	the	Earth	and	its	history.	

The	First	100	aspires	to	be	a	memorable	event	that	culminates	in	a	spectacular	celebra1on.	

	Mark	your	calendars.		October	25-28th.	



SEE	YOU	IN	ZUMAIA	

THE	FIRST	100		

www.geoparkea.eus/iugs-globalgeosites	

hfps://iugs60.org/100-geosites/	

https://iugs60.org/100-geosites/





